HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
and foodstuffs in return than he would have received
had he sold them at home to the British farmer in
exchange for home-grown agricultural produce.
From the standpoint of the British economic system
as a whole it was an advantageous thing to put British
labour-power to work in industry rather than in agricul-
ture, where it would have been employed under less
favourable conditions than those enjoyed by farmers
in the great overseas agricultural countries. Great
Britain therefore became the pioneer of Free Trade,
meaning just that Great Britain obtained foreign raw
materials and foodstuffs cheap whilst selling her
industrial products abroad unhindered by customs
barriers. At first British farmers enjoyed some natural
protection owing to the difficulties and expense of
transporting foodstuffs from far-off countries to Great
Britain, including the technical difficulties of trans-
porting easily perishable foodstuffs over long distances.
In the beginning therefore it was not possible to dis-
pense with home-grown agricultural produce. Later
on, however, ships became speedier, freightage costs
declined, and a method of freezing meat for transport
was discovered, which was later improved so that only
chilling was necessary. The result of the chilling
process is that meat can be loaded in Australia, New
Zealand and other far-off countries, and arrive in Great
Britain in very good condition. Thus the natural
protective wall which British agriculture enjoyed at
first was dismantled stone by stone. British farming
began to decline, landowners and tenant farmers grew
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